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Background
The Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Bill has been passed into law.  It was introduced into the House of Lords in January 2009, with amendments, and passed by the House of Commons in July 2009, with amendments.  The House of Lords agreed to the Commons amendments on 20 July 2009, when the Bill was given Royal Assent.   
The Act
The Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Act comprises the following:

· Merging Immigration and Customs and Excise structures and powers

· Changes to the path and length of time to citizenship

· Some more minor changes, for example, to rules governing overseas students and the welfare of children

The government removed its proposals to abolish the Common Travel Area between these islands, which can be seen as a success for Northern Ireland based lobbying, but there is an intention to revisit these proposals later, as the government is still concerned about security and immigration along the land border with the Republic of Ireland.
More concerning are the proposals for citizenship, which will increase the path to UK citizenship from 5 to 8 years, replace the status of Indefinite Leave to Remain with ‘Probationary Citizenship’ and introduce additional requirements for citizenship.  The government, however, agreed to transitional arrangements, so that those with citizenship applications pending when the legislation come into force will not be affected by the new rules.

The various stages of the Bill can be tracked at: http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/borderscitizenshipandimmigration.html.
Many thanks to all who contributed to the lobbying effort.
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