BULLETIN No 2: BORDERS, CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION BILL 2009
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Background
The Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Bill was introduced into the House of Lords in January 2009 as part of a ‘shake-up’ in current immigration legislation.  A larger Immigration Bill is to be introduced in the autumn.
The Bill
The Bill was debated in Committee on 25 February, 2 March, 4 March and 10 March.  The report stage is for 23 March and 1 April, but no date is yet available for the 3rd Reading and vote in the Lords.  If passed, the Bill will go on to the House of Commons.
The progress of the Bill can be followed at: http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/borderscitizenshipandimmigration.html 
Debates in Committee can be found at the following locations:
25 February
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90225-0002.htm#09022571000369
2 March
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90302-0002.htm#0903028000443 

4 March
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90304-0002.htm#09030469000370 
10 March
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90310-0012.htm#090310145000274 
The Bill, as amended in Committee, is at: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/029/2009029.pdf 
Briefings by the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission on the Bill can be found at: http://www.nihrc.org/index.php?page=subresources&category_id=26&from=0&resources_id=112&search_content=&Itemid=61 

A briefing on citizenship by the Migrants Rights Network is at: http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/files/briefingpaper/briefingpaper_on_citizenship.pdf 
STEP Concerns
From the experience of working with our clients and from a rights perspective, STEP is still opposing the amended Bill because it:
· Transfers powers to immigration officers without clarity regarding safeguards, such as oversight by the Police Ombudsman (Part I of the Bill)

· Extends the path to UK citizenship, lengthening the period of vulnerability for our clients, and introduces a range of criteria that are exclusive and unnecessary (Part II of the Bill)
· Effectively abolishes the Common Travel Area between Britain and Ireland and associated islands, including introducing border controls between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland (Part III of the Bill)
You can contribute by:
· Raising concerns with political representatives

· Contacting members of the House of Lords to raise concerns (see http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/members/lords_contact.cfm)

· Encouraging discussion on the issues within your own organisations, networks and communities
· Sharing your concerns with STEP to include in future representations

For further details or to raise concerns, please contact:

Michael Potter

Policy and Research Worker

South Tyrone Empowerment Programme

Unit T7

Dungannon Business Park

2 Coalisland Road

Dungannon

BT71 6JT

 02887729002

michael@stepni.org
