BULLETIN No 3: BORDERS, CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION BILL 2009
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Background
The Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Bill was introduced into the House of Lords in January 2009 as part of a ‘shake-up’ in current immigration legislation.  A larger Immigration Simplification Bill is to be introduced in the autumn.
The Bill
The Bill has passed through the First and Second Readings, Committee Stage and Report Stage.  The Third Reading is set for 22 April.  If passed, the Bill will go on to the House of Commons.
The progress of the Bill can be followed at: http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/borderscitizenshipandimmigration.html 
Debates for the Report stage can be found at:
25 March 2009: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90325-0002.htm#09032542000346
1 April 2009: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90401-0003.htm#09040160000488 
The Bill, as amended in the Report stage, is at: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/036/2009036.pdf
The Joint Committee on Human Rights has raised a number of concerns, as follows:

· Judicial reviews of a complex or human rights nature should be heard by a High Court Judge
· The notion of ‘earned citizenship’ is problematic in the following ways:

· Those with ‘probationary citizenship’ will be denied certain types of benefit

· Proposed community activity requirements are discriminatory against those who cannot participate for various reasons, such as disability

· The impact on refugees

· Welfare support should not be withdrawn from those who are deemed not to have taken reasonable steps to leave the UK voluntarily
The Joint Committee report is at: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200809/jtselect/jtrights/62/62.pdf 
STEP Concerns
There have been some positive developments since the introduction of the Bill, for example, proposals to introduce border controls between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland have been removed and new citizenship rules will not be imposed on those already in the system.

STEP still believes that the Bill should be opposed because:

· It transfers significant powers to immigration officials, which, under initiatives such as Operation Gull, have been abused
· It introduces a longer, more difficult path to citizenship for those who desire it

· It extends the period of ineligibility for social support, making people vulnerable for longer

You can contribute by:
· Raising concerns with political representatives

· Contacting members of the House of Lords to raise concerns (see http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/members/lords_contact.cfm)

· Encouraging discussion on the issues within your own organisations, networks and communities
· Sharing your concerns with STEP to include in future representations

A joint letter is to be sent from interested organisations to each member of the House of Lords in advance of the Third Reading.  If you want to contribute by sending a certain number of those letters, please contact:
Michael Potter

Policy and Research Worker

South Tyrone Empowerment Programme

Unit T7

Dungannon Business Park

2 Coalisland Road

Dungannon

BT71 6JT

 02887729002

michael@stepni.org
