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South Tyrone Empowerment Programme Speak Out Following Departure of Roma Families From Northern Ireland

STEP have noted the  developing debate  over  the reasons the Roma families left.  It helps clarify the deep  misunderstanding  about what constitutes racism.   The fact that the Roma families could not access any public funds to address the need created by being made homeless was itself as racist as the attack .
 

 The  Roma families were the victims of racism at several levels.  Most immediately, their lives had been disrupted by violent attack on their homes.   At this point the families were not NIHE tenants and were not in receipt of any public funds.  They were self-employed people earning their living as best they could.  They were self -employed because they were victims of racism at a second  and much higher level - that of Government legislation which specifically prevents Romanian citizens, which these Roma families were, from  working as employees in UK. Except under stringent and prohibitive circumstances, despite their alleged equal European citizenship.   
 

The families became homeless because of racist attack, and the relevant agencies of government  like the Housing Executive,  or voluntary groups like the Simon Community are  powerless to help, prevented by racist interpretation  of racist legislation at   both UK and Northern Ireland  ministerial level.  This expressly denies access to the public purse to put a temporary roof over the heads of those made homeless through racism; to provide income support until the traumatised victim can get back on their feet.  The  only action the state will  countenance  within the public purse is to  take their children  into  care!!   Wouldn't you leave such a place in such circumstances.
 

Mr. Graham may or may not agree that this should be the case, and is not responsible for it being the case that the families were denied any financial assistance from the government.  He may have been trying to air the frustration of not being able to  offer the families  social housing or homeless support  but the fact that  they were  so denied is  fundamentally.  Institutional racism  also explains the  tardy behaviour of the police.    
 

A deeply ingrained racial view of society is what makes otherwise decent people who don't throw stones, believe that the families had no right to 'the public purse'  and shouldn't have  come here in the first place.     It is not the motivation of the departing victims but the nature of the society we are constructing that should engage our energies.'
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South Tyrone Empowerment Programme 

Established in 1997, South Tyrone Empowerment Programme is a not for profit community development organisation based in Dungannon. Our range of services has continually diversified in response to changing community needs and gaps in service provision. The organisation has grown to provide both local and regional services to the community. 

Our aim is to contribute to building a rights-based, participative, peaceful and prosperous society, which provides equality of access and opportunity, embraces diversity and respects difference. Our objective is to enable those most vulnerable to marginalisation, disadvantage and exclusion, to develop the confidence and skills to be heard; to identify their own strengths and needs, to access the support and expertise to help them in finding solutions and advocating social change.  
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