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In light of the spate of recent attacks against Romanian families in South Belfast, Abed Natur, Manager of the Law and Migrant Rights Centre (South Tyrone Empowerment Programme) expressed his dismay at the room for manoeuvre the racists were able to create for themselves in a concerted campaign of racist attacks. 

Commenting upon the incidents, Mr Natur said:

‘Romanian nationals are entitled to live here in liberty and dignity. Moreover, the authorities are obliged to provide the best possible conditions for the integration of the Romanian community into the Northern Ireland society’. 

Expressing his concern at lack of appropriate action to pre-empt and prevent attacks he added: 
‘It is alarming that 115 individuals, amongst who are young children and women were displaced from their homes, violating their rights to their home, private and family life.  It is commendable that the church and community  provided refuge for these families; however we must still question the authorities’ failure to act sooner to prevent such  displacement, against a background of lengthy and sustained harassment and attack’. 
ENDS

Notes to editors:

South Tyrone Empowerment Programme

Established in 1997, South Tyrone Empowerment Programme is a not-for- profit community development organisation based in Dungannon. Our range of services has continually diversified in response to changing community needs and gaps in service provision. The organisation has grown to provide both local and regional services to the community. 

The aim of South Tyrone Empowerment Programme is to contribute to building a rights-based, participative, peaceful and prosperous society, which provides equality of access and opportunity, embraces diversity and respects difference. 

STEP Law and Migrant Rights Centre

The Law and Migrant Rights Centre represents an opportunity to empower migrants in the South Tyrone area to work with STEP frontline employees to improve their mobility experience for them and their families. The centre provides professional legal advice and information in the areas of immigration, employment, social security, housing and education. South Tyrone Empowerment Programme is committed to providing high quality, accessible and seamless legal advice and information to the local community as well as the migrant community and black and minority ethnic groups. Appointments are necessary to attend the Law and Migrant Rights Centre. Free language support is available. 

For further information, contact STEP Marketing Communications Officer Catriona McNally, Catriona@stepni.org or on 028 87729 002. 

